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Irena Kononova
www.irenakononova.com

Irena Kononova is a Russian born artist who presently resides in the Bay Area. She graduated from the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts where she was a recipient of the Cresson Traveling Scholarship and various prizes. The academy featured her painting on the school poster. During her years in Philadelphia, Irena had won a prestigious juried show at the Fleisher Art Memorial and was interviewed many times for local newspapers. She was featured in a dialog on Art in Exile on Fresh Air program on the National Public Radio.                                                                                                                           Among Ms. Kononova's commissions is a cycle of monumental murals for the headquarters of GlaxoSmithKline, Inc. She held solo exhibitions at Maturango     Museum and Peninsula Museum of Art.                                                                          The artist exhibits widely throughout the US. In October 2013 "Russian America" published an editorial on Irena's work at the Houston International Art Fair. Her solo shows were presented at Peninsula Museum of Art, AQUA Art Miami, Sandra Lee Gallery in San Francisco, Dalet Gallery in Philadelphia and Time In Art Gallery in New York City. 

SELECTED SOLO SHOWS:
2021                                                                                                                             "Kamchatka", Reimagining Russian Far-East peninsula, 455 Market Street, Lobby Gallery, San Francisco, CA                                                                                              Opera Plaza, Lobby Gallery, 601 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco, CA                                                                                                                                                                      530 Bush Street, Lobby, San Francisco, CA                                                                                        2015 
AQUA Art Miami, Presented by Sandra Lee Gallery, Miami, FL
2011 
"Calm and Tempest", Sandra Lee Gallery, San Francisco, CA
"Primeval Geographies", Dalet Gallery, Philadelphia, PA
Irena Kononova, Recent Paintings, 50 Fremont Street, SF, CA
2010 
"Terrains", TimeIn HiArt Gallery, New York, NY
2009 
"Leaving Eden", Dalet Gallery, Philadelphia, PA
"Terra Illuminata", Noma Gallery, SF, CA
2007 
“Serene Landscapes”, Evolving Art/Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA
2006-2007 
“The Vanishing Point”, Maturango Museum, Ridgecrest, CA 
2005-2006
“At the Threshold”, UC Berkeley, CA
“Beyond the Walls”, Rogue Community College, OR
 "New Paintings", College of the Sequoias Art Gallery, Visalia, Ca
SELECTED GROUP SHOWS: 
2021                                                                                                                                            "Pure Paint", ArtsBenicia Gallery, Benicia, CA                                                              "Textures and Patterns", Las Laguna Art Gallery, Laguna Beach, CA                                          2020-2021                                                                                                                            SFMOMA Artists Gallery, Fort Mason, San Francisco, CA                                                                                                                          2019                                                                                                                                                 Exhibition at Mosser Hotel, presented by ArtSpan, SF, CA                                                                                                                                        "Double Yellow", Orangeland Gallery, SF, CA                                                                  2017                                                                                                                         SFMOMA Artists Gallery Benefit Sale, Fort Mason Center, SF, CA                                                                                                                                       Holiday Art Show, Hunters Point, SF, CA 
Dart for Art, San Mateo County Event Center, CA                                                                      2016                                                                                                                                                                                                SFMOMA Artists Gallery Benefit Sale, Fort Mason Center, SF, CA                                                                                                                                       Affordable Art Fair, presented by VK Gallery ( the Netherlands), New York, NY
Hotel Adagio Exhibition, 550 Geary Street, San Francisco, CA                                                                           2015                                                                                                                                            New Year Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA
Aspen Art Fair, presented by Sandra Lee Gallery, Aspen, CO                              SFMOMA Annual Fundraiser Event                                                                                  Art Silicon Valley/San Francisco Fair, San Mateo, CA                                              Holiday Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA                                                                                                                            2014
New Year Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA                                             Addington Gallery, Spring Group Show, Chicago, IL
Art Silicon Valley/San Francisco Fair, San Mateo, CA                                                  2013
Houston International Fine Art Fair, presented by Sandra Lee Gallery, Houston, TX
"Replace: Depictions of Monumental Architecture", Bayview Opera House, SF, CA
Spring Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA
"Changing the World through Art", Marianne Boesky Gallery, NY, NY                       2012 
Holiday Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA
Red Dot Art Fair, presented by Sergott CAA, Miami, FL
"Inside Out", USF, San Francisco, CA
2011
Holiday Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA
"Visionary Landscapes", USF, San Francisco, CA
"FLOW: The Essence of Paint" , Arc Gallery, San Francisco, CA
2010 
San Francisco International Fine Art Fair, SF, CA
Art Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM
Holiday Group Show, Sandra Lee Gallery, SF, CA
"Changing the World through Art", Haunch of Venison & Christie's, NY, NY

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
"The Russian America", editorial, Oct., 2013, Houston, TX
"Gathering Clouds" Magazine,  PRINT "EX-PDFHBhttp://www.gatheringcloudsmagazine.com/" \* MERGEFORMAT www.gatheringcloudsmagazine.com PRINT "EX-PDFHE" \* MERGEFORMAT , May 2013
My Modern Metropolis , PRINT "EX-PDFHBhttp://www.mymodernmet.com/" \* MERGEFORMAT www.mymodernmet.com PRINT "EX-PDFHE" \* MERGEFORMAT , Feb. 2012
Art Business “Calm and Tempest” Opening Review,  PRINT "EX-PDFHBhttp://www.artbusiness.com/" \* MERGEFORMAT www.artbusiness.com PRINT "EX-PDFHE" \* MERGEFORMAT , Oct. 2011
"Flow", exhibition catalogue, Arc Gallery, SF, CA, June 2011.
"USF Lawyer" Magazine, back cover, SF, CA, Spring 2011
Irena Kononova "Leaving Eden", Catalogue, Dalet Gallery, Philadelphia, PA, Nov.2009
Sunset Magazine, Nov. 2007                                                                                           New York Gallery Guide, Nov. 2009, NY, NY                                                                                                            
The Daily Independent, Ridgecrest, CA, Nov. 2006
Times-Herald, Vallejo, CA, Apr. 2006
The Reporter, CA, Apr. 2006
Listen & be Heard, CA, Apr. 2006
Benicia Herald, CA, March 2006
Terra Nova Magazine, CA, Oct. 2005
Grants Pass Daily Courier, OR, Aug. 2005
The Fresno Bee, Fresno, CA, Feb. 2005
Dream Home, Indianapolis, IN, Sept. 2003
EDUCATION
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Painting Major, Philadelphia, PA , 1986                            

